BIFID (125-150 letters) 


See: CM BIFID; TWIN BIFIDS 


Select a period (usually 5-13). Write the plaintext in period length groups. Below 
each letter write its two coordinates from the 5x5 Polybius square vertically. Now 
read the numbers horizontally in each period group, replacing each pair of numbers 
with the letter it represents in the Polybius square. 

Forthis example the period is 7. The keyword, EXTRAORDINARY, is written into the 
square in a clockwise spiral. The ciphertext is written in 5-letter groups. For other 
cases the ciphertext can be written in period-length groups. 
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pt: Odd periods are popular. 
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